
Property Usage – Halton 

Introduction 

Halton has been formally associated with the RAF since the First World War. Over that period the 

relationship between the local community and the RAF has been excellent. This has been based on 

mutual respect and trust as well as a level of give and take you would expect from good neighbours 

helping each other out. We hope and expect that this partnership approach will continue as RAF 

Halton moves to full closure and the constraints of dwindling resources. 

 

The community were shocked at the announcement of the site closure. We as the Parish Council 

have to look at how we protect the remaining community and its growth going forward. Equally we 

are interested in protecting our environment and heritage including the RAF legacy which has been 

an integral part of it over the last hundred years. We do not believe these objectives need to be in 

conflict with the MOD. 

The Parish Council has considered each parcel of land and makes the following suggestions for 

future ownership and use of the land. 

Missing Village Infrastructure 

When Lord Rothschild sold the estate to the War Department it was transferred in totem- the main 

house, the estate, the houses in the village, open spaces, fields and woods. Since then the MOD have 

sold individual houses on the open market. What has grown up is a community centred around the 

old village centre. Because this has happened piece meal the village has none of the normal 

infrastructure you would expect to find in a  village – playing fields, village green, area for a play 

ground or allotments. This situation needs to be rectified before the RAF departs from Halton.  

1. The playing field between Chestnut Avenue and Clayfield Road, are given to the local 

community as a village green/public open space  allowing us to have some green space 

for local events. Given the Sports changing facility and the all weather hockey pitch are a 

natural adjunct these would be a welcome part of the solution. Given that the main site 

will be developed then the centre of the village will move away from the current axis. 

Given the use by local societies and sports clubs in the area we would look to continuing 

to be able to offer these facilities, so we do not lose as a area because of the closure.  It 

could be the RAF Halton legacy to the local community.  Currently green belt land.  

 

2. The existing allotments which are currently used by service families based at RAF Halton 

are transferred to Halton Parish Council and offered to parishioners . These could be 

transferred prior to closure and administered by HPC to service families during the wind 

down period. 

 

Agricultural Impacts 

We are a rural parish with an open and green feel to the area. The Chilterns AONB as well as the 

green belt classification helps protect that situation.   Equally having a viable and thriving agricultural 



economy is an important element in that it provides both local jobs and services to the community. 

This is achieved by having a working and sustainable farming sector.  

RAF Halton is currently the largest employer locally. Its closure could have a devastating impact on 

the area if steps are not put in place to minimise them. Therefore we all need to continue support 

the economy in all aspects as we move forward. 

It is our view that certain elements of the estate should be set aside to specifically generate 

economic activity and employment in the area. 

1. For example the current old workshops have been declared unsafe and beyond economic 

repair. These could be replaced with modern units of a similar height as artisan/starter skill 

workshops generating new jobs in the area. The emphasis here is on creating local jobs 

within the existing space available in the green belt.  

 

2. The Sergeants’ mess building along Chestnut Avenue could be sold as a hotel or care home, 

although it may need remodelling or a rebuild to similar footprint and height. There is a 

need for a hotel in the area to help attract visitors It will provide additional facilities to the 

area and more employment. This would equally work as a hotel annexe if needed if Halton 

House became a Spa Hotel with a 9 hole golf course. 

 

3. Kermode Hall and Main Point offices continue as commercial office facilities offering further 

work opportunities – could be replaced on similar footprint and height. 

 

4. Hi ropes and obstacle course sold to ‘Go Ape’ or to Halton Tennis club as part of their 

executive team building facility attracting more visitors to the area. 

 

 

Sports Facilities 

 

The sports facilities in Halton are extensively used by both the RAF and local clubs and societies in 

the district. These facilities add to the whole area and need to be preserved. 

1. We have talked about the playing fields on the corner of Chestnut Avenue and Halton 

Lane becoming part of the village infrastructure, however there are other playing fields 

which need to be saved. We would propose that one organisation takes overall the 

playing fields between Halton Lane and Chestnut Avenue excluding the village 

infrastructure area above. That is the playing fields between Clayfield Road and the 

other avenue of trees, the playing fields wrapping the houses on Halton Lane and the 

running track as a district sports facility. AVDC may be interested. 

 HPC would work with who ever owned those playing fields to integrate the use of the 

village green with them to ensure similar facilities as today are on offer (except when we 

have village events).  

 

2. The Playing fields along side Clayfield Road and the running track/arena are equally 

areas which would enhance the sports offering from the area, and provide some 

continuity to what has been offered. Recognising this is a sports field we as a Parish 



Council would be interested in purchasing some or all of it – assuming the village 

infrastructure has been addressed. Green belt land. 

 

3. There is joined up thinking in government ( DfT and MOD) and the cricket ground in 

Halton is sold to an existing Cricket Club  such as Wendover to replace the one lost due 

to the HS2 project. 

 

Environmental Impacts 

The situation of the RAF Halton Camp being co-located with and partly in the AONB, primarily within 

the green belt area means its development must be handled sensitively. We believe the business 

case for this project should not only be driven to maximise the bottom line, it also needs to take full 

cognisance of the setting and character of the village, the environmental minimum requirements 

and the considerable impacts the forthcoming disposal decision will have on the existing 

environmental and historic assets in the area. 

We expect any hazardous waste or pollution is fully remediated before the disposal of the land 

Our comments here assume there is no lifting of the green belt classification from the main camp. 

1. The woods between southern edge of camp and the hospital site should be protected to 

stop coalescence with Wendover. They could be transferred to the Forestry commission to 

integrate into Wendover Woods area. This would maintain the green aspects of the current 

site. 

 

2. The airfield is situated in a key location that affects the setting of the Chiltern AONB. The 

view from Aylesbury Vale looking up to the highest point in the Chilterns would be directly 

affected. Therefore we believe to preserve both the environmental setting and to continue 

to offer the gliding facilities in the area the airfield should be preserved as a grass runway 

airfield. 

 

3. The woods between Halton Combined School and the firing range – Rowborough Copse 

(next to trenches) are protected to stop coalescence with Wendover. We do not know if it 

has been fully cleared of asbestos contamination. This would need to cleared if it has not 

already undertaken. The school could then use it as a living classroom. 

 

Main Site 

The main site is located in the green belt. In addition the Henderson barracks located around a 

parade square are listed buildings. 

This site offers many possibilities. However until we know more we assume it would primarily be 

residential in nature. 

Therefore we would expect: 



- The listed buildings are sympathetically converted into small apartments 

- The scheduled monument is protected  

- Other buildings on this site could be replaced by new housing to the same footprint and 

height as exists today 

- correct mix of affordable housing and larger properties. 

- proper infrastructure put  in place – shop, doctor’s surgery (promised one at Hospital site 

has not materialised) space for a secondary school 

- proper transport infrastructure eg roundabout at main point, traffic lights on Perch Bridge 

- adherence to our Neighbourhood Plan policies 

- similar look to site as today eg green with trees especially on the roadside verges. 

 

Developmental Infrastructure 

1. Any housing development will require more school places. If the existing Catholic Church, 

shop and carparks are integrated into the site of Halton Combined school to allow it to 

expand (it is space constrained at the moment). 

 

2. If a secondary school is required (which is most likely) then it could be located where the HO/ 

Main Point building and tennis courts are. It would probably need to include the Bucks 

County Museum archive building. This would mean we would have a school campus area 

with access to playing fields nearby if needed. 

Heritage 

St George’s Church building, memorial gardens and carpark could become the home of the RAF 

Halton Heritage museum, set up and run as a visitor attraction .  The jet trainer is relocated to the 

ground by the side of St George’s. The monument could be moved from in front of Kermode Hall 

to the front of St George’s. The WW1 trenches could form part of their portfolio. This fits well 

with the War Graves in the local churchyard. 

 

Halton House 

The beautiful Halton House with the guidance of Historic England is protected and properly 

maintained along with the listed gardens/estate. 

 

Other concerns. 

1. Currently there are several avenues of chestnut and other trees which help define the total 

area. These need to be protected from developers/new owners by TPOs such as those in 

- Upper Icknield Way 

- Chestnut Avenue 

- Halton Lane 

- Clayfield Road 



These need to be protected from developers/new owners by TPO’s if necessary 

 

2. Access formalised for entry to the churchyard extension behind St Michaels from McEwan 

Ride 

 

3. Maintenance of playing fields and other green spaces which are cared for by RAF contractors 

should continue to be maintained during the closure period. 

 

Summary 

We are looking forward to working together to get the best possible solution that meets the needs 

of all the parties directly involved. 
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