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Useful telephone numbers 

If you have anything for inclusion in the next Halton Village Newsletter 
please email it to haltonvillage.newsletter@gmail.com  or ring 01296 

624458      before April 18th, 2021. 
The next Parish council meeting will be held via Zoom at 7.30pm 17th 

March. If you are interested in attending, the login details will be available 
from the Clerk to the Parish council on the number above. 

 
The views expressed by contributors are their own and not necessarily the 

views of The Halton Village Newsletter� 

Next issue 

   

NEWSLETTER 

February, March and April 2021 
Happy New Year!  I am sure we are all very happy to turn our backs on 
2020, it was a year like no other, dominated by the coronavirus pandemic, 
and life as we know it was put on hold.  The start of the new year is always 
a good time to look back at the preceding 12 months and to take stock of 
our achievements, to reflect on what did not go well, and to set our priori-

2020 Parish Council Achievements: 
-  We improved our communications across the village by setting up a Com-
munity Facebook (Halton Hub) page so that we could post useful infor-
mation to residents.  Little did we know that it would become so important 
for information sharing during the early days of the first lockdown. We then 
attached a Group to the page, so that residents could post and communicate 
with each other, which is still bringing our community closer together. 
-  As we couldn't hold any of our usual community activities, we decided to 
hold a Virtual Open Gardens event on our new FaceBook page. 
 Parishioners 'opened' their gardens, and Paul Waddams did a great job put-
ting together the films with accompanying music.  Paul also researched and 
produced a delightful film portraying the village's past.  This gave us all the 
opportunity to enjoy our beautiful village from the safety of our own 
homes.  A big 'Thank You' to our gardeners, and especially to Paul. 
-  To ensure that all of our residents were getting support during the pan-
demic, we leafletted every home and set up a volunteer group (Halton Hub 
on the Ground).  We shopped, picked up prescriptions and ran errands for 
parishioners who requested assistance.  The Hub is still active and we are 
here for anyone who requires support, and we'd also like to take this oppor-
tunity to say 'Thank You' to our wonderful volunteers. 
-  The Parish Council (PC) has spent the year following the ever changing 
government guidelines on Covid19 to ensure that we comply.  The Village 
Hall has been closed, then risk assessed, deep cleaned, equipped to be Covid 
Compliant, re-opened, and then closed again.  As the hall could not be 
hired, we applied for Coronavirus Funding, and we are pleased to confirm 
that our bid for £10K to cover loss of income was successful.  We also took 
the opportunity to re-plaster the damaged walls in the hall and re-decorate 
ready for opening. 
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-  We are the only local village in the area without allotments.  We have 
been in consultation with the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) to 
secure land for allotments as part of the RAF Halton disposal.  The DIO 
asked us to identify an appropriate site, so a Working Group was convened 
and a report submitted to the DIO along with our formal response to the 
Consultation Phase. 
-  We raised concern with Bucks CC regarding the poor re-surfacing work 
that had taken place on Chestnut Avenue.  The contractor returned in the 
summer to re-dress the road surface. 
-  The PC is concerned about the dangers posed to pedestrians and cyclists 
from oncoming traffic as they cross Perch Bridge. We alerted Transport for 
Bucks (TfB) to the road safety issues, and they conducted a review which 
recommended putting in place enhanced signage and road markings.  The 
PC was, however, expected to pay a percentage of the costs.  The PC is not 
funded for road works. Consequently, we submitted a funding bid to the 
local Community Board, which was endorsed.  The project has now been 
scheduled by TfB and we are just waiting for a start date. 
-  The footpath between Moor Park and Perch Bridge is in a poor state and 
we reported this to Bucks CC requesting a review.  Bucks CC conducted a 
review and confirmed that the work has been scheduled.  We await a start 
date. 
-  The PC arranged a new gardening contract to maintain the village borders 
and troughs. 
-  We are fortunate to have a strong and positive relationship with our 
neighbours, RAF Halton, and we'd like to say 'Thank You' to the RAF for 
fulfilling the following requests to them: 
   -  Removing the weeds and saplings that were damaging the 'blue bridge'. 
   -  Replacing the broken stile on the public footpath by the Nuffield Pavil-
ion, with work due to commence on a second stile. 
   -  Providing RAF Recruits from Pearson Intake, who kindly volunteered 
to clear the Church Yard ready for the Remembrance Service. 
 
2021 PC Priorities: 
-  Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP). We continue to monitor develop-
ments closely.  We endeavour to ensure that our proposals which were 
agreed by the Housing Inspector are included in the final version of the 
VALP. 

-  Neighbourhood Plan. This is an important document which will offer the 
village protection and set out our vision of its future.  The work on the plan 
needs to be reinvigorated so that it is ready for submission once the VALP 
has been completed. 
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Village recycling 

Wendover Health Centre 

The Friends of Wendover Health Centre are back in business, providing 
lifts to medical appointments for anyone registered at Wendover, including 
to local vaccination centres! Call us any weekday from 1-3pm on 01296 
622565 when we will be pleased to assist if we can.  

Information on the vaccination roll out is published on Tuesday and Friday 
afternoon each week on the Westongrove facebook page. 

Buckinghamshire Council’s webpage also has useful information about 
covid and the vaccination roll out. Go to www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

The Clubhouse at the Halton Tennis Centre has been providing takeaways over the 
last year. Currently it is closed but is hoping to reopen once the present lockdown 
is over. This is a facility much appreciated by all those who use it so check out their 
website to find out the opening hours. www.haltonclubhouse.co.uk  

Village takeaways 
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Down on the farm                                                      

As the rain falls and the fields become ever more soggy, it is hard to imagine 
dry dust bowls during the summer and the smell of fresh cut hay in the air. 

The cattle are all tucked up dry in the yards inside, eating their way through 
the stacks of silage and straw that we made last summer. 

We are in the midst of testing all the cattle at both farms for bovine TB, as 
we have to by law. Because we have a problem in the area, this year we have 
to have skin tests and gamma blood tests which involves a lot of work on 
our part running the animals through the cattle system and the holding 
crush so that the vets can carry out their work. So far they have found 5 
reactors at Halton through the blood tests and 9 at the Tring farm which 
they will remove from the farm. 

It’s a horrible feeling seeing these animals having to be removed because of 
this terrible disease, after all the hard work and years of planning that have 
gone into them, especially as 7 of them are pregnant cows due to give birth 
in 2 months. We are trying to be as positive as possible and hoping that we 
will be on top of it before too long. 

On a brighter note, the winter corn that was planted in October of last year 
is looking well despite having its feet in water logged soils for the last 3 
months. The spring corn needs to be planted in the next couple of months 
when the fields are dry enough. 

The evenings and mornings are starting to stretch out just a little which is 
nice and makes me think spring is not too far away 

Kevin Stevens 
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-  Aylesbury Garden Town.  We will take an active part in the consultation, 
which ends in March.  We aim to be a Garden Village, and will work close-
ly with the planners to improve footpaths (canal, parish) and cycleways to 
our neighbouring villages. 
-  Closure of RAF Halton. Once the VALP is published, the DIO will be 
working with Bucks CC on the Strategic Planning Document for the 
site.  The PC is an official stakeholder in the process, so there will be much 
for us to do to ensure a good outcome for the village. 
- Community Event.  When we are able to do so, we will arrange a suitable 
community event so that we can all socialise in person to celebrate the re-
turn to normal village life. 
 -  Road Safety Halton Lane.  We aim to improve safety along the road 
through improved signage, and by investigating options to reduce the 
speed limit to 20mph. 
-  Village Hall.  Continue improvements by installing a new kitchen. 
- Bus Shelter.  Work with volunteers from RAF Halton to refurbish the 
village bus shelter. 
 
We are a very small PC (we are all unpaid volunteers), with a rather large 
remit, particularly due to the closure of RAF Halton. In our last newsletter 
we advertised for new members to join our enthusiastic team.  We were 
delighted to receive one application from Sue Barber.  Sue has been a par-
ish councillor in the past, and has a background in professional fund rais-
ing; Sue is a very welcome addition to our team. However, we still have 
vacancies for Parish Councillors, and are very keen to hear from anyone 
who may be  interested in joining us.  Please call any of us for a chat or 
more information; our details are on the PC website, 
www.haltonvillagenews.co.uk 

We realise that not everyone wants the responsibility of being a Parish 
Councillor, but that some of our parishioners might be happy to volunteer 
and get involved in areas that interest them. Are you interested in road 
safety?  We have a Moveable Vehicle Activated Sign, which is moved on a 
monthly basis to monitor traffic speeds in three village locations.  We are 
looking for a volunteer (or a new councillor) to take on responsibility for 
moving the sign, downloading the data, producing graphs and reports that 
can be used to improve road safety.  Training and a laptop computer will 
be provided.  If you are interested please contact the Parish Clerk on 01296 
626073. 

During the year we plan to set up Working Groups to help us to deliver 
various priorities.  Examples include - canal towpath improvements from  
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Wendover through Halton Village to Green Park. -Halton Lane becoming a 
20mph zone. -Preserving the village's heritage by incorporating a heritage 
trail and perhaps a small museum within the DIO's plans. 

 
As and when we set up a Working Group, we will advertise for volunteers 
through the newsletter and on our social media pages.  If you are interested 
in getting involved, even in a small way, do please reply to our adverts we 
value all of your contributions.  By working together we can really enhance 
our village life - more hands make light work! 
In the words of Dr Seuss "You'll never get bored when you try something 
new.  There's really no limit to what you can do!" 

Plant Britain 

In December the BBC’s Countryfile programme launched its Plant Britain 
campaign which aims to encourage the British public to plant 750,000 trees 
over the next two years– one tree for every UK primary school starter in 
2020.  

As you will be aware the world is in a climate crisis, much of it caused by 
the massive increase in carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases that we 
have been pouring into the Earth’s atmosphere since the start of the indus-
trial revolution. Green plants capture carbon dioxide from the air and store 
it within their tissues and are thus our greatest hope in preventing further 
global temperature rise which, if not halted, will ultimately make much of 
the Earth as we know it uninhabitable for many living things ourselves in-
cluded, before the end of the century. 

This is a bleak picture but if we can all try to do our bit to help the planet 
recover we could make a difference. Planting trees will help once they reach 
maturity but this will take time. The Plant Britain project will focus on 
planting fruit, vegetables and flowers after concentrating on tree planting. 
These plants will also help to absorb carbon dioxide as well as increase bio-
diversity, helping to reduce the loss of wildlife and restore the natural bal-
ance that is currently sadly lacking.  

Those of us with lawns could leave the grass to grow a bit longer, saving on 
energy to power the lawnmower, reducing pollution and increasing the 
amount of carbon dioxide absorbed by the grass. The Parish Council would 
have liked to have planted some trees in the village but it does not own any 
of the land so it is urging residents to plant in their own gardens. However 
a community bulb planting session in the autumn on some of the village 
verges may take place. 
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The violence in Aden started on the morning of December 10th 1963 with 
a grenade attack on the British High commissioner of Aden. A grenade was 
thrown killing one person and injuring 50 others. This move towards urban 
terrorism and attacking soft targets is the back drop to this story. 

Gillean Sidey arrived in Aden on the 21st December 1964 to spend the 
Christmas holidays with her parents. She was the 16 year old eldest daugh-
ter of a serving RAF officer (Air Commodore Sidey). On the 23rd Decem-
ber she attended a teenage dance being held at the RAF base at Khor-
maksar. It was just coming to the end when a terrorist threw a grenade into 
the room. Sadly Gillean was killed and four other young people were in-
jured. 

Her body was flown home and she is buried in our churchyard.  Tragically a 
young life cut short. 
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In the 19th century the only British interest in Aden was the suppression of 
pirates. In 1838, the local Sultanate (Muhsin bin Fadl), ceded an area of 
194 km2 including Aden to the British. Then on 19 January 1839, the British 
East India Company landed Royal Marines at Aden to secure the territory 
and stop attacks by pirates against British shipping to India. By 1850 it was 
declared a free trade port. The opening of the Suez Canal gave it strategic 
significance and in 1937 it formally became the Colony of Aden. The cause 
of Arab nationalism became more prominent in the region in the late 1950s 
and 60s, and Aden developed with  two separate nationalist movements -  
the National Liberation Front (NLF) and the Front for the Liberation of 
Occupied South Yemen (FLOSY). While they fought each other they had by 
the mid 60s also attacked the British with bombings, shootings and grenade 
attacks. 

 

History in our churchyard - 2. 

If you walk around our churchyard and look at the graves you may often 
wonder about the stories behind some of the people buried there. Both 
civilian and military graves all have a story to tell, many of which are rooted 
in our country’s history. There are tales of great bravery and others of great 
sadness. This is the sad story of one of them. 
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And then there was one .....  for the last 10 or so years a small committee of 
three has organised our village open gardens. It is held every other year so 
2021 should be the next one. Unfortunately Nicola and Jane have moved 
away from the village, which leaves me! 
 
I’m thinking / hoping!? that we may be able to hold the event in July this 
year. I’m sure there must be two or three people reading this who would 
like to be involved in the behind-the-scenes preparation of the day. Or if 
there is an entirely new group willing to take it over, I am more than happy 
to stand aside. 
 
If you would like to be involved, get in touch via annjimson@aol.com or 
07759 408458.  If we can get a small committee together we can keep an 
eye on the lifting of restrictions with a view to asking for volunteer garden-
ers in early summer. 
 
If it’s not safe, perhaps Paul will make another online trip around our beau-
tiful gardens again this year.  I suspect last year’s video is still visible on the 
website! 
 
Ann Jimson 

Halton Open Gardens?? 

Meanwhile we can all try to cut down on waste, be it food waste ( globally, 
we waste one-third of all the food we produce), energy (we need to turn off 
lights when leaving rooms and turn down the thermostat), water (do we 
really need a daily shower?), packaging especially non- recyclable plastic and 
we need to make less car journeys, until we are driving electric cars that use 
green electricity. We also need to buy locally produced, seasonal food as a 
priority. Perhaps next Christmas we could consider buying a living Christ-
mas tree with roots that we can plant afterwards or rent one that we can 
take back after Christmas and have again the following year. It has always 
seemed nonsensical to appeal to people to plant trees and then to cut down 
millions of fir trees annually just for Christmas.  

By taking more responsibility in the way we conduct our lives so that they 
have as little impact on the natural world as possible and by encouraging 
others to do likewise, we can all make a difference. 
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A message from our vicar 

 

From Sally Moring, Vicar of St Mary’s, Wendover  

and St Michael and All Angels, Halton 

 

We all expected that heading into 2021 would bring some hope and a sight-
ing of the end of the pandemic we have lived through in the last 10 months. 
Well, it did with the authorising of the new vaccines and the beginnings of 
the rollout but we have also had to endure another national lockdown with 
lots of challenges and many more sick people. We've marvelled at and been 
so grateful for the NHS in its many guises who have been working tirelessly 
to keep everything going.  

It's been wonderful to see people receiving their covid vaccinations and 
please, if you are offered one do take it. These vaccinations are our passport 
to life returning to some sort of normality. We'll still have to be careful to 
some extent but gradually life will open up again and we hope and pray we'll 
be able to enjoy the summer with our families and friends.  

I remember in Lockdown 1.0 enjoying our daily walks and seeing the gar-
dens and hedgerows spring into life ...that'll come soon; I spotted some 
snowdrops just the other day- a real sign of hope and life. The church en-
ters its 'springtime' in the middle of February - the season of Lent.  It is Ash 
Wednesday on February 17th ( and Shrove or Pancake Tuesday the day be-
fore). Lent is normally a time when we give something up and reflect on 
how we can make our lives better. I think over this last year we have had to 
give up so much that perhaps we can take something up that would benefit 
ourselves and our well- being or benefit others who are in need of support.  

Continue to keep well and safe and let's look forward with hope and joy to 
our season of Spring, a celebration of Easter in early April and the opening 
up of our lives once again. 

With my best wishes 

Sally 


